Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CAPET 00262 251025Z 
ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO DHA-02 ORM-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
PM-04 FI-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 SY-05 OMB-01 TRSE-00 10-13 /100W 

251215 041011 /20 

R 250820Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY CAPE TOWN 
TO EHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 5257 
INFO AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USUN NEW YORK 1205 

UNCLAS CAPE TOWN 0262 

E.O.l 1652:N/A 
TAGS: PINT,SF 

SUB: MINISTER OF JUSTICE DISCUSSES DEATHS OF DETAINEES 

REF: PRETORIA 306 

1 . SUMMARY. IN FEBRUARY 24 PRESS CONFERENCE ON TOPIC OF 
DETAINEE DEATHS, MINISTER OF JUSTICE KRUGER DEFENDED AND 
PRAISED SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE FORCE. HE STATED THAT MEASURES 
ARE BEING CONSIDERED TO PREVENT PRISON SUICIDES BUT NOTED 
THAT THOSE ARE PRACTICALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO AVOID COMPLETELY. 

KRUGER PROVIDED LIST AND DETAILS OF ELEVEN PERSONS HELD 
UNDER SECURITY LEGISLATION WHO HAVE DIED IN DETENTION SINCE 
MARCH 1976. JUDICIAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO PRISON 
DEATHS WAS CALLED UNNECESSARY. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN WAKE OF MOUNTING PUBLIC CONCERN OVER LARGE NUMBER 
OF DEATHS IN DETENTION. MINISTER OF JUSTICE, POLICE, AND 
PRISONS JIMMY KRUGER HELD 90- MINUTE PRESS CONFERENCE 
FEEUARY 23 SPECIFICALLY TONUISCUSS PRISONER DEATHS. 
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KRUGER TOOK HARD LINE. DEFENDING AND PRAISING THE 

SECURITY (SP) POLICE AS A "VERY GOOD" BRANCH OF THE 

POLICE DORCE AND SAYING "I AM ALTOGETHER SATISFIED THAT 

THE SECURITY POLICE UNDERSTAND.. ..THAT WE WON'T STAND FOR PHYSICAL 

COERCION.” IT IS UNFAIR TO 

SUGGEST THAT THE SP USE UNDUE FORCE, KRUGER SAID, 

SINCE NOT A SINGLE COURT CASE ON DEATHS OF POLITICAL 
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PRISONERS HAS GONE AGAINST AP. KRUGER ALSO REPEATED HIS 
EARLIER CHARGE THAT AT LEAST SOME OF DEATHS ARE 
SUICIDES OF COMMUNISTS FOLLOWING PARI INSTRUCTIONS 
TO COMMIT CUICIDE RATHER THAN BETRAY THEIR CAUSE. 

3. KRUGER SPOKE AT LENGTH OF MEJODF BEING USED OR 

CONSIDERED TO PREVENT PRISONER "SUICIDES' 1 . WHICH IS 
AT PRESENT PRIMARY AREA OF CONCEPT, SAYING THAT 
SEVERAL MEANS BEING CONSIDERED INCLUDING PLACING BARS 
ON WINDOWS OF INTERROGATION ROOMS AND/OR MOVING 
INTERROGATION ROOMS TO GROUND FLOORS TO PREVENT 
PRISONERS JUMPING FROM WINDOWS (LATELY A COMMON 
CAUSE OF PRISONER DEATH.) 

CONER DEATH,) PLACING PRISONERS IN LEO 
IRONS. AND DEPRIVING PRISONERS OF ALL CFOTHING TO 
PREVENT THEM FROM HANGING SELVES. NAOR PROBLEM WITH 
LATTER TWO COURSES, MINISTER STATED, WAS THAT PRESS 
I.TKF.I. TO OBJECT; HOWEVER IN ABSENCE OF SUCH MEASURES 
IT WOULD BE NEAR IMPOSSIBLE TO PREVENT SUICIDES. 

PRESS WAS CRITICIZED FOR "NAIVETY BORDERING ON THE RIDICULOUS:; 
FOR SUGGESTING OTHERWISE. 

4. CONTRART TO PRESS REPORTS, WHICH HAVE LISTED 
SIXTEE SPERSONS HELD FOR POLITICAL REASONS WHO HAVE 
DIED SINCE MARCH 1976, KRUGER PROVIDED LIST OF ELEVEN 
PERSONS HELD FOR SECURITY REASONS AND FIVE PERSONS 

HELD ON CRIMINAL CHARGES WHO DIED IN DETENTION DURING THAR 

TIME PERIOD (LISTS BEING POUCHED). LATER IN 
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AFTERNOON, REPLYING IN PARLIAMENT TO QUESTION POSED NY 
HELEN SUZMAN, KRUGER STATED THAT IN ADDITION TO SECURITY 
DETAINEES, TOTAL OF 1 17 OTHER PERSONS DIED IN JAIL IN 
1976.HN THREE OF THESE CASES, MEMBERS OF POLICE FORCE 
WERE CONVICTED OF ASSAULT AND MANSLAUGHTER. 

5. KRUGER REFUSED PRESS CALLS FOR FULL SCALE JUDICIAL 
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO DETAINEE DEATHS ON GROUNDS 
THAT SUCH INVESTIGATION NOT NECESSARY, SINCE EACH CASE 
ALREADY INVESTIGATED BY A SENIOR POLICE OFFICER" WHOSE 
INTEGRITY IS ABOVE QUESTION" AND BY A "PROPER INQUEST." 

BOWDLER 
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